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The function of the extracellular matrix is thought to be essential for skin
wound healing, but the biological role remains unexplored. In mouse skin wound healing, collagen
XVI1l was found to appear early in the basement membrane zone beneath the newly forming epidermis.
The type of isoform of collagen XVIII was found to change as re-epithelialization progressed,
suggesting that collagen XVIII is involved in the formation and stabilization of the basement
membrane and regulation of the re-epithelialization.
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