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Analysis of pathogenesis of oral lichen planus -Cytokine network connecting
dendritic cells and T cells-
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For the pur?ose of identifying epithelial-derived disease-related molecules
involved in the pathogenesis of oral lichen plan (OLP), pathological sections of patients were
comprehensively analyzed by DNA microarray. As a result, cathepsin K (CTSK) was extracted as a
humoral factor involved in the activation of Th (helper T) cells. CTSK was strongly expressed in the
epithelium of the lesion and the infiltration of inflammatory cells immediately below it. Dendritic
cells were extracted from human peripheral blood and stimulated with CTSK. As a result, it was
suggesteg gtgt dendritic cells such as mDC and pDC play an important role in the activation of Th
subset o .
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