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Building a framework and developing scales for clinical ethics support ability
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The purpose of this study was to identify the components of clinical and

ethical judgments of healthcare professionals and clinical ethics consultants (CEC) and to construct
a construct of clinical ethical judgments. From English and Japanese literature, we analyzed the
framework and process of clinical and ethics reasoning of healthcare professionals. As a result, the
following constructs of clinical reasoning were constructed for clinical ethical reasoning required
of CEC: medical facts, medical goals, patient goals and intentions, medical evidence, level of
medical recommendation, and concerns associated with treatment management. It also built on the
ethical reasoning components of fairness, healthcare outcomes, the responsibilities of health care
professionals, the character of healthcare professionals, the freedom (autonomy) of health care
subjects, empathy, norms such as law and religion, and the rights of healthcare subjects.
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