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The aim of this study was to clarify trends in ethical considerations
related to oral history research in the history of medical treatment. We investigated 1) whether
there are items of ethical consideration, 2) protection of privacy and assurance of anonymity, 3)
presence or absence of description of real name, 4) description of explanation and agreement to the
research subject, and 5) approval of ethical review from research papers published in the Journal of

the Japanese Society for the History of Medicine in 2006 ~ 2016. As a result, 172 analyses of
historical documents and only 3 include interviews. The three oral history studies didn’ t have an
item on ethical considerations, but the interviews were conducted anonymously, with ethical

considerations mentioned in the text. Two of the cases had undergone ethics reviews by their
institutions.
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