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Research on visiting nurses® measures to prevent exposure to anticancer drugs
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We investigated about occupational exposure to the visiting nurses. The
results showed that 28% of the institutions took measures to prevent exposure 55 % of the nurses
were aware of their occupational exposure to anticancer drugs and the related health risks. 60% of
the nurses have had a visit to patients undergoing chemotherapy. And there were exposure
opportunities with oral administration of anti-cancer drugs, removal of needles, changing diapers,
etc. 30 % of the nurses using preventative measures, and even in the necessary situations, some of
them didn"t use protective equipment.

The reasons for not being able to take preventive measures were that 1)they had few learning
opportunities about the measures, 2)the burden of equipment was large, 3)hesitation of using
protective equipment at home, 4) concern that they may not be able to provide consistent exposure
explanations and measures due to the difficulty of link with hospitals.
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