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Transition of midwife"s identity viewed from the name change of "SANBA™ seen in
Meiji Period

TAKADA, MASAYO

3,300,000

In the latter half of the Meiji era, people were able to recognize the
skills of the midwife"s experience and take measures to enhance their knowledge. According to the
midwifery rules, when an abnormality occurs, the midwife often responds rather than the doctor.
Education has also been conducted in Japan. Among them, it is discussed between obstetricians and
midwives that the name "midwife" needs to be renamed as a profession with new knowledge and skills
in order to distinguish it from midwives who are doing only mere experience. However, there were
pros and cons. The midwives tried to change their names in order to renew themselves as a profession

and to attract excellent candidates. However, with the rule that an obstetrician should carry out
abnormal delivery, Dr. Ogata decided to crack down on an unknowing midwife. As a result, the midwife
no longer handles abnormal labor. It is considered that the name "midwife" advocated by Ogata et
al. came to be used along with that time.
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