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Interviews with nurses and family members of people with dementia indicated
the following current situation In Viet Nam, Core symptoms of dementia (e.g. memory disturbance and
disorientation) are often regarded as an ageing phenomenon and do not lead to medical care unless
there is violent behavior. People with dementia live in the community with their families and
neighbors, and it is considered the role of the family to support daily life and care for physical
problems. Therefore, although nurses have knowledge of dementia, they seem to lack opportunities to
think about specific nursing and support methods. On the other hand, through surveys of visits to
institutions for the elderly, it was shown that with the social structural change of the society
such as increase of elderly people, nuclear families , with the spread of medical knowledge about
dementia, the tolerant system of management and protection is reaching its limits.
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