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The purpose of this study is to understand how religious heritage damaged by
the Kumamoto Earthquake in 2016 were restored by the members of the religious community and propose
how the public assistance can be provided to damaged religious heritage in recovery from disaster
in order to conserve all the heritage values. Catholic churches were chosen as case studies. One of

the main reasons for successful self-aided recovery by the members of the religious community was
their daily practice of taking care of buildings by themselves, through which they learned about the
buildings and enabled them to promptly respond upon the disaster. The motive of their daily
maintenance work is their faith. Hence, when the public assistance is designed for damaged religious
heritage, it is crucial to respect the religious communitx's own decision-making and their
traditional maangement system so as to properly conserve the authenticity of the spiritual value,

which underlies other values.
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(management system) (UNESCO “ The Operational Guideline
for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention,” 2021)
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