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The purpose of this study was to explore the development of multimodal
tactile play (particularly tickling play) at home between infants and their parents at 1.5, 3, 5,
and 7 months of age, using videotaped behavioral observation, eye-tracking, and motion capture
systems. We examined the relationship between parents’ subjective judgment of how well the infants
played and the infants’ behaviors. The results demonstrated that infants at 7 months showed both
positive and negative reactions to the play that the parents judged as “ successful” ; meanwhile,
infants aged less than 7 months showed less negative reactions to the play that the parents judged
as “ successful.” These findings illustrated a developmental shift in parent-infant interactions
thag would require behavioral attunement and coordination based on mutual embodiment between infants
and parents.
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