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In this Kaken research project, we have set our research focus on the
riverine and maritime world that has spread beyond the Vietnam-Cambodian border, and have examined
what survival strategies have been adopted by ordinary people who have experienced political
disturbances in modern and contemporary times within this broad world. Specifically, we have focused

on migration, black economic activities, and the creation of illegal cross-border routes. The most
significant result obtained through this research project is my book, "Intangible Spaces: A Social
History of Survival in the Mekong Delta" (2021). This book is based on the my doctoral dissertation
submitted in 2015, but has been significantly revised by incorporating the results of the extensive
research conducted in Vietnam, Cambodia, and Thailand during the term of this Kaken project.
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