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International comparative study on the expansion process of legal rights of
same-sex couples
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In this study, | examined the expansion process of legal rights of same-sex
couples, focusing on same-sex partnership registrations at the municipal level, and made an
international comparison of the enactment process of such policies.

I analyzed the enactment process of domestic same-sex partnership policies that began in some
municipalities in 2015, as well as advanced overseas systems in the Netherlands and the United
States, and clarified the driving factors for the introduction of these systems and the
characteristics of the policies”™ construction. The study then analyzed, as the main perspectives for

international comparison, 1) the relationship with judicial trends, 2) the main actors in the
enactment process, and 3) the relationship with provisions related to de facto marriage, and
clarifies the positioning and characteristics of the current policy initiatives in Japan.
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