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The aim of this research is 1) to establish a database of the piano works
played in class exams of Conservatoire national de Paris, from 1890 to 1954; 2) to understand the
position of the French composers in the repertory. The analysis of repertory revealed two points: A)

The Austro-German classical and romantic composers (Bach, Beethoven, Mendelssohn and Schumann),
Chopin and Liszt take up a large proportion of the total number of composers. B) The percentage of
French composers is less than one-eighth of Austro-German composers. Today®"s canon of modern French
piano music (that of Faure, Debussy and Ravel) was formed gradually from the 1920s and 30s and fixed

from the mid-40s, because of WWII. During the period between 1890-1954, only Saint-Saens’ s works
accounts for a high percentage among the French composers. Thus, due to a need to compensate for the

lack of French classicism in music, the institutionalization of “ French modern piano music’ is
constructed around Saint-Saens.
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