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A Comprehensive Reconstitution of Early Mount Fuji Cloud Films - From the
Heritage of Meteorologist Masanao Abe

Osawa, Kei
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Abe Masanao (1891-1966) was an innovative meteorologist who introduced film
techniques in his research as early as the 1920s. In this research, | restored and digitized his
films, describing them individually in order to create a database of his film archive. | also
analyzed the filming devices invented by Abe, partially reconstituting them using digital
technology. With the help of European film archives, | researched meteorological films from the same

period 1n order to reevaluate Abe’ s historical contribution on an international level. The
digitized films were shown to the public in various screenings and video installations. With fellow
researchers, 1 reflected on Abe’ s work from the standpoint of film history, art history, the

history of techniques and aesthetics. The results of this research were debated during a conference
and an international symposium.
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Masanao Abe and Film
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