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Of eleven extant manuscripts that contain Peter ldley"s Instructions to his

Son, this project has focused on two manuscripts to describe characteristic features of Idley"s text

recorded in them and discuss the causes of and reasons for such features. The project has
elucidated that the rearrangements of many parts of ldley"s text seen in one manuscript are the
result of editing and reflects the compiler®s intention to confirm clerical authority, an intention
fitting in the larger picture of the fifteenth-century conservative religio-political culture. An
examination of the other manuscript has shown the scribes” addition to Idley"s poetry to amend what
their exemplar lacked, as well as the relationship between the collection®s significance as a status

symbol for the commissioner and the recording of this particular piece of advice literature.
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