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Birth of Air Balloon and Critical Reception of European Cultures in Modern
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This study reveals that in the period around the time of the banning of
balloon experiments in Russia,several literary texts mentioning air balloon were published In
Russia.

It is generally accepted that Catherina Il became particularly conservative after the French
Revolution of 1789. Even before then, however, the empress and the intellectual elite around her
were critical in their acceptance of French culture and attempted to distance themselves from blind
French worship.A series of balloon experiments during that era can be viewed in the context of the
reception of French culture in Russia in the 1780s.This study concludes that the use of the railroad
motif in Russian literature during this period was one of the phenomena observed in the process of
Russian modernization, in which France was being relativized in comparison with other European
countries.
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