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Historical Studies of Hiragana upon Integration of the Hiragana Grapheme
Database and the 19th-Century Textbook Corpus of Hiragana Grapheme

OKADA, Kazuhiro
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To elaborate the understanding of the historﬁ of hiragana in the 19th
century, this study aimed at expand, both in quality and quantity, the hiragana grapheme database
and the grapheme corpus of the 19th century readers that the principal investigator had developed.

The major results of this study are to reexamine the well-known materials and grapheme theories.

Of those results, we made clear the importance of The Kana Club (Kana-no-kwai), who advocated the
kana-only writing in the early Meiji period, in the resulting 1900 kana standardisation. This result
has also importance in avoiding aimless expansion of our databases.
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Okada, Kazuhiro (2016). Reorganising a Japanese
calligraphy dictionary into a grapheme database: The case of the Wakan Meien grapheme database.
Paper presented at JADH2016, University of Tokyo
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