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Changes in imperative expressions: A comparison of dialectal variations
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This study aims to examine how dialectal variations of honorific expressions

developed over time and how societal changes affected changes in honorific expressions. | studied
the system of imperatives in Western Japanese dialects, such as Kansai, Kochi, Hiroshima-Aki,
Hiroshima-Bingo, and Yamaguchi. Each system of imperatives in these dialects is different. These
variations developed due to differences in accents and changes in honorific forms, which are the
sources of new imperatives. Furthermore, | studied the regional variations in the usage of
imperative expressions and honorifics in four cities during the late Edo period: Kyo (Kyoto), Osaka,
Owari (Nagoya), and Edo (Tokyo). In Kyo and Osaka, prostitutes in sharebon used imperative
expressions with honorifics (and with non-honorifics to some degree), while in Edo, expressions with
honorifics were used almost exclusively, with rare use of non-honorifics. The use of Imperative
expressions in Owari was similar to that in Edo.
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