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A synchronic and diachronic study of middle constructions
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It is suggested that peculiar properties of middle constructions in
Present-day English, i.e. predicative meaning of the subject, implication of implicit agent and
obligatory co-occurrence of a modal auxiliary, a negative element or a manner adverb denoting
difficulty come from structural changes of ergative constructions, i.e. the introduction of a
predicative functional category R and the demotion of arbitrary PRO. More precisely, as a result of
the introduction of R, an event denoted by vP is described by an adjective denoting difficulty or
null adjective of possiblity, and the arbitrary PRO is adjoined to vP because of the increase of
agent orientation of adverbs in the construction.



The vase breaks easily. breaks

easily the vase
The vase can be broken easily. The

vase broke yesterday.
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*The fact knows

easily. The book reads easily.
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