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This research conducted a statistical analysis of English translations of
Japanese terms associated with the nuclear disasters in Fukushima. It found that discrepancies in
translations and a lack of standardization of translated terms were existing nine years following
the disasters. Furthermore, the research compared the equivalence of translations used by different
sources including the Japanese government, domestic and international media, and machine
translations of materials related to the nuclear accident. An observation was made that terms used

in official publications by the government did not necessarily reflect terms that were deemed most
acceptable as translations.
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1) Definition of term: A facility that generates electricity using nuclear energy, located in the towns of Okuma and
Futaba in Fukushima Prefecture. The facility suffered major damage from a magnitude 9.0 earthquake and tsunami that
hit Japan on March 11, 2011.
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2) Definition of term: evacuated areas in Fukushima where annual accumulated doses as of 2017 are likely to remain over 20mSv. Decontamination work is

undergoing in these areas, and residents are allowed temporary visits back to their old homes. Concentrated decontamination is expected to be completed

by 2022, and partial re-opening of these areas are also expected to begin around that time. However, a lack of vital infrastructure including public

services in these areas, as well as broken up communities resulting from the prolonged evacuation will make returning to these areas difficult for

residents even after re-opening occurs.
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