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Hasegawa 52017) found that graduates and undergraduates were able to respond
to the newly learned English words faster in the lexical decision task when they were presented
with prime words chosen from the short example sentences (i.e., the context priming effect). Using
this methodology, the present study conducted a new experiment that investigated the mental
connections between deliberately learned words and other words embedded in example sentences in the
word list. The results showed that the length of the example sentences may influence the context
priming effect, since the efficacy of comprehending longer contexts is more largely affected by the
readers’ lower level processing skills. Therefore, this study developed a new proficiency test that
assesses the lexical and syntactic knowledge at the intermediate level. Based on the findings, a
new theoretical framework regarding the relationship of learner proficiency and the ability of using
contextual input was proposed.
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