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A theoretical and empirical study of the relationship between the effectiveness
of explicit instruction and learners® metalinguistic competence
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This study investigated the correlation between explicit instruction and
learners’ metalinguistic competence, with a specific focus on four grammatical phenomena that are
recognized as challenging to acquire without explicit instruction: subject prominence, illicit
object omission, overgeneration of indirect passives, and overgeneration of be verbs. The
experimental design adopted a comparative analysis of performance between the groups receiving
explicit and implicit instruction. The findings demonstrated the efficacy of explicit instruction in

all examined grammatical domains. Conversely, no significant association was observed between

metalinguistic competence and the impact of explicit instruction. While these outcomes affirm the
effectiveness of explicit instruction, they also underscore the necessity for further research to
ascertain the potential influence of learners’ metalinguistic competence on the effectiveness of

explicit instruction.
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(2) This restaurant can eat anything you want for only one thousand yen.
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At REBIZZEDOMEFEZFEZITE Lo,
B: Wiz, KEBIX (2ivk) Wb £ L7z,
(4) G5
a. FEEAME
A: What did Taro say Hanako ate yesterday?
B: He said *(she) ate sushi.
b. HHFEANE
A: Did Taro accept the job offer?
B: No, he rejected *(it).
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a. KESQMEFIicsini, (= fEFAREZ#L7Z,)

b. Taro was pushed by Hanako. (= Hanako pushed Taro.)
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b. *Taro was stolen his wallet by a thief.
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(7) John is play tennis.
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