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A comparative analysis of the spatiality of innovation and technological
trajectories in the manufacturing industry

Kamakura, Natsuki

2,500,000

The purpose of this study is to focus on the spatiality of technological
trajectories in large Japanese manufacturing firms, and to clarify the process of formation of such
trajectories through a comparative analysis of the location history of R&D functions and how
innovation has been realized across industries. Comparing Japanese machine tool companies and
chemical companies, both have developed their businesses technologically by catching up with Western

companies, and have accumulated their own unique technologies due to their geographical proximity
and close relationships with related industries. In particular, we find that the technology
trajectories of companies that have strengths in niche markets, such as mid-sized companies
clustered in the Hokuriku region, are similar to the technology trajectories in the case of chemical
companies that have been successful in developing new products with high added value.
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