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This project approached karate as a cultural practice of the Egyptian
middle classes and a prism through which to examine how national cultures are redefined and the
social classes ideals are performed in the contemporary Middle East. 1 conducted ethnographic field
research among karate practitioner communities (athletes, coaches and family) in order to understand

?QW the urban middle classes experience globalization and deal with neoliberalism in their everyday
ives.

When I wrote the project proposal, 1 hoped that I would be able to observe the globalization of
Japanese culture in the Middle East by tracing the spread of karate. However, during the course of
research, | have come to understand that Egyptians regard karate as a global sport and its Japanese
or Okinawan origins did not bear much significance to them. Karate is a means to join the global
flow which is a rare opportunity for those who are situated at the margins of the international
political economy.
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