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International constitutionalization put emphasis on the following four
points: (1) the rule of law, (2) democracy, (3) human rights norm, and (4) hierarchy of norms. In
this research, from this perspective of international constitutionalization, especially the rule of
law, the current state of the law of the sea is examined. Since the adoption of the UN Convention on

the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), State parties have unilaterally brought the dispute before the UNCLOS
tribunals. Certainly, sometimes their decisions are not followed by the parties to the dispute as in
the case of the South China Sea Arbitration. However, it is also confirmed the decision of the
tribunals have given an impact on the behavior of States more or less and this fact should not be
underestimated.
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