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This study examined the applicability of the juvenile justice system to
crimes against young adults. The study focused on the reverse waiver in the U.S. and the reduction
of the juvenile age in Japan. The reverse waiver system in the U.S. has the function of flexibly
utilizing juvenile case procedures for serious crimes as needed. The reduction of the juvenile age
in Japan did not simply lower the juvenile age, but created an intermediate age group (18 and 19
years old) between juveniles and adults. Procedures for this intermediate age group correspond to
its legal nature. The analysis of Japan and the U.S. indicated that the juvenile legal system is
applicable as a special exception to criminal justice system for young adults.
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