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Revisiting the issues of A-bomb survivors in Okinawa

KIRIYA, Taeko
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"Okinawa Hibakushas™ are atomic bomb survivors who returned to Okinawa after
experiencing the bombing either in Hiroshima or Nagasaki. Okinawa Hibakushas have a different
history from that of Hibakushas in the mainland of Japan. Okinawa Hibakushas had been neglected by
the Japanese government for about 20 years. The objective of this research was to reorganize the
testimonies from interviews with Okinawa Hibakushas and reconsider the value of those testimonies.
Main findings from the interviews with Okinawa Hibakushas were summarized into two points. First,
they criticized not only the atomic bombing but also war and military violence as whole concept of
violence. Second, the lawsuit brought by Okinawa Hibakushas played a significant role as a pioneer
in the activities by Hibakushas living outside of Japan. It was extraordinary that those who were
under control by the US fought against them when Hibakushas in the mainland were still struggling to

obtain rights.
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