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This study aims to introduce a new political dynamic in which foreign policy
is influenced by the domestic conditions of other states, focusing on “ asymmetric alliances”
formed between major powers (patrons) and smaller states (clients). The determinants of foreign
policy have long been debated in international relations, with two main perspectives: liberalism,
which emphasizes the aggregation of diverse domestic interests through political institutions, and
realism, which focuses on strategic interactions between states. Some researchers have sought to
bridge these perspectives by integrating domestic political institutions with strategic
interactions. This study builds on these previous works, highlighting the blind spots of classical

state-centric perspectives and proposing a new viewpoint that reconsiders asymmetric alliances as *
imperial” entities transcending national borders.
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