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This project aims to complete an biographical study of Sone Eki, a
politician and foreign policy expert who was in foreign service until 1945 and was one of the
leaders of the rightist socialists in postwar Japan. Focusing on his thoughts on international
affairs, it particularly discussed the following points. 1) Sone®s policy position at the wartime
Foreign Ministry. 2) Sone"s role in the politics under the US occupation, especially in the Katayama
Administration. 3) The goals of the rightist socialists in the "Peace Treaty debate.” 4) Bridging
the foreign policy divide at the time of unification of socialists in 1955. 5) Constructing the
foreign policy line of the Democratic Socialist Party. 6) Factional conflicts and foreign policy
debates within the DSP. The significance of this project lies in analyzing the continuity of foreign

policy of the postwar left from prewar era, as well as shedding light on the foreign policy of the
rightist socialists, which has rarely been discussed.
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