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As Japan faces a declining population, balancing work and child-rearing is
crucial. While urban agglomeration has been pointed out as necessary from the perspective of urban
development in an era of a declining population, it has also been pointed out that the increased
congestion costs brought about by urban agglomeration may make it more challenging to balance work
and child-rearing. This research completed three projects to uncover the effects of urban
agglomeration on fertility behavior, quantitively evaluate congestion costs of commuting in large
cities, and conduct an ex-ante policy evaluation of the migration subsidy program for regional
revitalization. The research results are expected to significantly contribute to formulating
policies to combat declining birthrates and promote regional revitalization.
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