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This research addresses the question of how wine tourism is culturally
constructed in places where wine is not part of local culinary culture. It focuses on Japan with the
comparative references of China and Australia. The three countries share the similarity that their

wine-producing culture is not as long as those well-established European wine-producing countries
and they are newly-emerged wine producers in the global wine world. The qualitative data collected
through interviews and participant observations and the sociological concept of the "wine world"
illustrate that wine tourism is constructed by a network of actors--governmental and educational
institutions, entrepreneurs, hospitality facilities, volunteer groups, and residents. "Terroir",
meaning the natural and cultural conditions, is an effective conceptual tool for building a
wine-producing area as a wine tourism destination, embracing both the natural landscape and cultural
values related to wine-making practices.
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