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Schadenfreude and altruism: an evolutionary psychological study
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Schadenfreude refers to pleasure at another person’ s misfortune. The

purpose of this study was to examine the hypothesis that schadenfreude originates in the pleasurable
feelings that follow achieving punishment for a person who violates the social norm. | measured the
motivation to punish the unfair by the Sanction Behavioral Propensity Scale (Morimoto et al., 2006)
and the Retribution Belief Scale (Gerber & Jackson, 2013). | then measured schadenfreude in a
variety of unfortunate situations (e.g., failure in a job interview, being sentenced to imprisonment
for an injury). The results show that the motivation to suffer the unfair, rather than the
motivation to seek social justice, consistently predicts schadenfreude positively.
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