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In order to elucidate the pedagogical value of so-called Sein (=freely
distributed print) in early modern Japan, this research project consisted of the following tasks: 1.
A comprehensive source survey. 2. Case studies of the Sein related activities of Kogaku Yuzan and
Higaki Gendo. The first task has resulted in a provisional Sein catalogue of 297 items. The second
task has yielded not only insight into the creation and distribution of Sein, but also into the
particular significance of this medium to their producers. It appears that Sein were valued not only
for their power to collect virtue and merit, but also as tools to gain recognition and fame.
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