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This studK explored the function, implementation process, and application of
National Qualifications Framework (NQF) in facilitating student mobility and demonstrating expected
competences for each qualification. A number of countries has implemented NQFs, however, the social
and political backgrounds have not been clarified to Japan yet. Focusing on French case, this study
examined how the NQF attempts to contribute to development of competences, how the NQF is applied
in the context of university education. In response to degree inflation, youth unemployment, poor
academic performance, and inadequate descriptions about degree contents, French higher education is
legitimated to clarify their intended competences for each qualification and is required to reveal
them in public and apply them in the process of university evaluation. French NQF contributes to
increased transparency of qualifications, which eventually help qualifications obtain a social

approval and trust.
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