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Improving Japanese language teaching through the Book Club method
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This study aims to understand the importance of incorporating story making
activities into reading instruction. The book club method that was developed by Taffy Raphael was
examined theoretically and practically. As a result, the advantages of her methods was identified as

follows: (1) Collaborative learning, (2) Reading and writing connection, and (3) Enhancing
students’ creativity. In addition, the reading workshop method was also examined theoretically and
practically as a consequence of examining the book club method. As a result of observing the reading
workshop, and conducing students’ interviews and questionnaires, its advantages were identified as
follows: (1) Increased reading motivation, (2) More independent reading time, and (3)
Teacher/student conferences. Overall, this study revealed the advantages of the book club and
reading workshop methods which are uncommon in Japanese Language Arts classes compared to the
traditional teaching method.
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