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Diversity of the species and its adaptation to the soft-substrates in the coral
reef region
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Amami-Oshima Island is in the area near the northern limit of well-developed

coral reef available. We tried to clarify the diversity of Hexacorals in shallow water of
Amami-Oshima and Kakeromajima islands, especially in the inner bay environment such as unstable
sandy to muddy sea floor and/or turbid environments. The second purpose of this study was to clarify
the adaptation strategy of the hexacorallian species to the unique but easily disturbed
environment. As the results, we obtained new distribution records and new taxonomic findings that
significantly updated the distribution area to the north. The results of this study showed the
necessity of further research on the diversity of hexanodal corals in the coastal waters of
Amami-Oshima to Kakeromajima Island, and su?gested that the inner bay environment plays an important

role in creating the diversity of hexanodal corals in the coral reefs. It shows the possibility of
being carried.
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