(®)
2017 2018

Drug development by drug repositioning for refractory cancer
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Since cancer is the leading cause of death in Japan. Recently, drug
repositioning using existing drugs for other diseases has attracted attention. In this research, we
tried drug discovery of anticancer drugs from the viewpoint of drug repositioning, and searched for
new anticancer drug from structure-activity relationship of natural compounds.

First, it was found that lovastatin, a treatment for dyslipidemia, suppresses the growth of cancer
cells. In addition, it was found that cinnamic acid derivatives induce apoptosis in cancer cells.
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