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Analysis of inflammatory mechanisms associated with HIV
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In our previous study, we identified that short intracellular HIV-1 RNA
(short transcripts, STs) is a biomarker of residual immune activation. In this study, we
investigated which CD4+ T cell subsets are responsible for the expression of STs. We examined
various CD4+ T cell subsets in peripheral blood from five patients who are STs-positive despite of

suppressive antiretroviral therapy (ART) for two years. The main subsets which contribute to the
expression of STs were central memory, early-differentiated and intermediate-differentiated effector

memory CD4+ T cells.
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