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We conducted three studies to establish a fundamental study on diagnostic
errors in Japan.
1. Examination of diagnostic errors in medical litigation using case database (2017-2018). 2. Factor
analysis based on self-reflection of diagnostic errors of doctors (2018-2019). Diagnostic error
fact-finding (2019).
These results indicated that the proportion of lawsuits related to diagnostic errors was 39.3%, for
the first time in our country. We also found that doctors in internal medicine, surgery, and
emergency departments are likely to encounter medical litigation in diagnostic error medical
litigation, and it is easy for diagnostic errors to occur in small hospitals, night zones, and
outpatient clinics. It could be basic research that leads to the improvement of safety in Japan.
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