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The importance of autonomy and self-determination in health care is widel
recognized. Nevertheless, it apparently fails when some people refuse death determination using the
brain death criteria, blood transfusion, or vaccination. Primarily through the comparison of
practices between Japan and the United States, this project aimed to elucidate the status quo of
conscientious objection in health care and its roles and limitations, and explore relevant
health-related practices, revisiting and shedding new light on the issues surrounding autonomy and
self-determination in health care. This project resulted in a number of oral presentations and
published articles dealing with the practices and discussions. However, the remaining part of the
project which utilized new approaches needs to be completed and published.
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