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Development of a new triage method for emergency medical transfer from elderly
long-term care facilities: Utilizing caregiver daily impression (CDI) combined
with physical findings
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We previously proposed the concept of caregiver daily impression (CDI) as a

practical tool for emergency triage.

In the present study, we developed a standardized CDI checklist utilized in elderly long-term care
facilities, aiming to obtain information on CDI that caregivers focus attention on subtle changes in
daily functioning, which were difficult for caregivers to verbalize clearly. We experimentally
started to use the checklist in a single facility.
Accumulated data showed that CDI was perceived several days before the onset of pneumonia among
elderly residents. However, CDI was much less likely to perceive before the onset of urinary tract
infection, biliary tract infection, and falls, indicating that these events might progress rapidly
with the sudden onsets. We found pneumonia was the most common infectious disease among elderly
residents in a long-term care facility, and CDI might contribute to the early diagnosis.
Furthermore, CDI might predict the death of elderly residents.
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Caregiver daily impression
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