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Evaluation of determinants and prognostic significance of Neprilysin in patients
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The concentration of neprilysin (NEP), which prevents the degradation of
natriuretic peptide with cardioprotective effect, was measured in patients with heart failure cases.
We evaluated 1. Factors affecting NEP level, 2. prognostic significance of NEP levels, and 3. the

relationship between NEP release In the coronary circulation and hemodynamics. There was no
correlation with left ventricular ejection fraction or brain natriuretic peptide which are surrogate
markers indicating the severity of heart failure. NEP levels was not a prognostic factor. The
guantitative analysis of NEP released in the coronary circulation was difficult to evaluate the NEP
concentration in the coronary circulation due to the large variation in the values. This study could
hnot s?owlthe clinical utility and usefulness of NEP concentration measurement in patients with

eart failure.
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