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A research about sentinel node micrometastasis in oral squamous cell carcinoma
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In this study, we performed immunostaining on the sentinel lymph node (SN)
identified by Sentinel Node Navigation Surgery(SNNS) in 31 patients with early stage oral cancer,
and re-evaluated the lesion of SN to determine the presence or absence of metastases and the size of

metastatic lesion, and then integrated them and prognosis information.Finally We examined the size
of SN micro-metastases that could omit the prophylactic neck dissection.
Six out of 31 cases were positive for SN metastases, and 5 cases underwent neck dissection. The case
in which SN metastasis was 0.57 mm, which was the smallest case of SN metastasis, showed that a
metastasis was observed in non-SN cervical lymph nodes. Therefore, from this study, it is difficult
to define the micro-metastases diameter of SN that can omit prophylactic neck dissection, and it is
considered necessary to increase the number of cases in the future.
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