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Establishing the Fundamentals of Postmortem Imaging as a Method for Corpse
Examination
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I conducted postmortem computed tomographﬁ (PMCT) in patients following
non-traumatic in-hospital death. PMCT findings were compared to the clinical course, antemortem
computed tomography (AMCT)findings, and autopsy findings. | assessed the following items: (1) PMCT
of the lungs; (2) PMCT of the pulmonary vessels; (3) PMCT of ascites; (4) PMCT of the liver; (5)
PMCT of the children up to 3 years of age. As a result, 1 found the following findings: (1) Some
pulmonary PMCT findings increased with time elapsed since death, and specific findings were useful
to diagnose pneumonia and pulmonary edema; (2) Diameters of pulmonary vessels decreased with time
since death; (3) Elevation in CT value of ascites was observed due to administration of
contrast-medium shortly before death; (4) CT value of the liver significantly decreased on PMCT
compared to that of AMCT; (5) PMCT could improve diagnosis of causes of death over clinical
diagnosis alone in fetuses and children.
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Ishida M, Gonoi W, Shirota G, Okuma H, Yamazawa S, Hinata M, Hayashi A, Fukayama M, Abe
O. Diffusely decreased liver attenuation on post-mortem computed tomography: Comparison with
ante-mortem computed tomography and autopsy findings. Journal of Forensic Radiology and
Imaging 16:1-4, 2019
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