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Through anthropological fieldwork focusing on democracy and the election of
village headman among indigenous people (orang asli) living on the eastern coast of Sumatra,
Indonesia, this study elucidates that they have experienced choice in the election and participation

in village politics based on their individual reciprocity with the headman and candidates rather
than ethnic distinction. | also indicate that, while there was no hierarchical social structure in
their society in the past, it has emerged paradoxically through the introduction of the democratic
procedures in contemporary Indonesian politics.
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