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Functional analysis of protein kinase NLK in polyglutamine diseases and
exploration of novel therapeutic strategies.
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NLK is a protein kinase which is highly expressed in nervous system.
Although recent studies using disease model mice showed that NLK positively regulates onset of
polyglutamine diseases, the detailed mechanism remains unclear. In this study, we revealed new
mechanisms by which NLK promotes polyglutamine diseases. We also tried to generate a chemical
inhibitor which can stably inhibits NLK activity in brain to aim for treatment of polyglutamine
diseases. In addition, we generated the genetically modified mice lacking NLK kinase activity to
estimate the effects of NLK inhibitor in vivo.

Nemo-like kinase (NLK)



¥ X C—19. F—19—1, Z—19 ({3m)

1. WFEBRGE SO 5

AU ZNH I EIE, R REME BB E BT DN E M, N T bR afRE LT
L, BEEOMHRAEMNEER TH D, ZOEB T, FKERETFHTI/AVZ I Ea— RT5 CAG
BCH D AR RIS BE I L, ZOfERE L TEASNIERERY L I 2 R0 BN
MRRIRO M2 FHE L, iR RICEEREES KFE T, BARNICE, BN ZEE CIET
v Re Y UZRBIK (AR)., BEMEEBE/INAEMIE —® CIX Ataxinl #Z X7 E (Atxnl), NV
FUNIRTIEIN T UF o Z2 X7 (Hit) DEER) 7V 2 I MELEZLD (EnEn
polyQ-Atxnl * polyQ-AR, polyQ-Htt) 23R ZF| XL Z 9, R 7 /V¥ I IHOGEROFEM
IR LT B R D0, L OBRICBWTRRIGERRENE LT, 10 =R 20T Tha I
FESR ST U, SofSrOIC B SEAETE SRR RRIC 72 0 | EfE 72 — A CIIBEICE D, LIz - THRIE
BINIEROEI T2 LD DGR AT Z ENBO TCEETH D, 72, R ¥ I RITEE
MR TH D728, FIEN TR ATBE 2R R IA B I 72 TR N LE TH H, L LA
O, BUEORY 72 I URIREIL, PURBMRKIC L 2 EEERCHRIER O UEe, MR 0
TEMEALIRIC L A TR O tGE, EBhE, AR, A OHEIRE &) o 7o Uik s — i) ¢
B MREMEZE DS DERGE LI AR e R REIEIIRIZICHL S LT ey, —J, IEF0
MHEIZ Z D B R TVE I 2 o X ERMRENREZ BT O— BB oI TEHY
BEZNOOMAE L UTIBRIERBENED N TWD, Bz, A— 77 o—7 17
T =ML DRERY TNE I B RO REET S, RNALIC LY B ERY 7L
BB NI BEOFRB AWK 5 515 EOSER T T —F B Thiu TS (WeberJJ etal.,
Biomed Res Int 2014; Keiser MS et al., Hum Mol Genet 2015), —#BD H{EIZ DV TIIBRIZ BE AR FRER
DBREE STV DD, BURERCIIA 2R IR R THER STV 70,

FAE, RFBHE LR L 0 ARERRIC 8T 2 & 2 7 B ) (L% 3R nemo-like kinase (NLK)
DOFERE & HITH ORRHT 2 fikfge L CTIfT - C& 7o, £, LRSS & IIC NLK OMSREMNT 2170,
IR EEIZ 3T NLK 2S5 5 K 7 Lefl O U ka4t U CHIFESTE 2 L, BFIE D A XYk
KiIZHE5 52L& (K 1;0taS, Ishitani S et al., EMBO J 2012) <°, NLK MFFBE-CIEREIZ 3BV CTilis
‘GHi4#1[K 1~ Notchl SCHa5[K 1~ Glil %V
VBl L AR AR A oD e 8 0 e 2y B1) shiRmiR4RReIc s+ HNLKD#ERE
{b&E3 2 & (X 1; Ishitani T, Ishitani S
(5™ author) et al., Nat Cell Biol 2010; Ishitani

S et al., in preparation) . NLK 235 AHAEE 4% \

B ¥ T % Paxillin X° MAPIB % U > \ 5 _
UL L ORI E A T b A
R L7= (IX 1; Ishitani T, Ishitani S et al., @ ‘m @ m
INC 2009), %7-. NLK OiftElimpgty —BRELX  m@seHd HERERNE

DFFEHT 24TV NLK 7% NGF < EGF, Wnt- -

3a ORIBIC &> T 5 = &%, NIK #ine | S2) NLKESHER

A ~—TElkE T BE Y VML 2R TS | AEREREE L J
MAb3 2 Z & B 572 L7z (Ishitani T, Ishitani S et L

al., INC 2009; Ishitani S et al., MBoC 2011; Ota S, @ @
Ishitani S etal., EMBO J2012), #:\)C. NLK OHSAE { ;

I OICFEICHA O NI T 572010, F0Y— Lk

P P
LC NLK [REFIOBIFIC ST Ui, HAAIZHHS polyQ>
Atxn1 Atxn1 AR
MHAFE LK 17000 FEDOES T % x4 &
L7z REBERA 7 ) —=2 7 %ET L. Tin vitro, in { ‘

. . ) - AT,
vivo BIFIZIF\VN T NLK OBERIEIEZ FFRANTHIE] || o0 oy s

L. DR RIS < AIBAEEDS IR L 2 2 1R
FLE. ZLTEBICE ¥ MEAHOMENE bt | o @ﬂ




B, ZOFER, b MIEN T NLK OJEME%E ICso= 0.1uM CTHIfIC & 55877172 NLK FRLEH] 215
77 T NLK PHEANIIEE ICERMENEL . B FO2RXFFT—FD 5 H NLK (b < /ERT
B2 T < NLK EEE S8Rl Lz —E8RE (MAPK 77 2 U —=°CDK 77 2 U —%)
TEME: % 56 EHNH] L 72y (Ishitani S et al., in preparation), D K 95 REWY — /LR TEXZOT, i
ZRLTINE A THRHERICEB T D NLK OFEEEAZER LIRD =L 2 A, o 7 —7F
IZX YD NLK DRYTILASUROFRAEICED &\ 9 FEFICHIBRR Hd 23 e Siviz, BRmIC
13, NLK 23 FF 8/MMZE PERE JRUR 25 7 polyQ-Atxn] CERIFBENE A ZEMHE K 45 7 polyQ-AR & B2
MICHE G35 Z &L NLK Z 55 BRIFEBL T 5 & polyQ-Atxnl @ Ser-239 23V V(b X T
polyQ-Atxnl OB T-IEBLFHEIEMEMERE S 4u, F 72, polyQ-AR @ Ser-81 & Ser-301 23V » (b
ENTZOBB T HBIFEIE M L EERERENMEE SN D Z &, T LT, Hh/MMZEME 1 8
SRERBE MG EEDETT L~ ZZBWTCNLK 277 ) AWEIZLY /) v 7 B35 LIER
NEBEICSFET D Z LR ENT (X2 /2; JuH etal., J Neurosci 2013; Todd TW et al., eLIFE 2015) ,
ZALH OWFETIEA T OMALSEERIL NLK OEEIFHEIIC L > TiThiL T Y NLK ZH6EHE L
T ERIIIT O TR W OB/ E M CERE M EBEDRIEICS 7D NLK D#EE
HMEITETH DN, —H TIOWEIL, FIZHMEG TS NLK EEFINRYST LIS IRDED
RABRELLGDAEEM A R C0A (K2 A), £72. NLK ZEEOR Y 7V 2 2 U fFOFIEIC 5
THZEMWS, NTF U NIRREDFDOMDORY J L F I AFOIIEIC b BG4 5 Al REMEN
Hb, Lo T, NLK [HEFINEEORY 7V F 2 R OIRERIE FH ATRE 22 IR 72 382 7
HAREE DI T 5,

2. WO BE®

AWFFETIE, RU ZH 2 FICEBIT D NLK O FHEREfIA 2 B4 L=, £7-. filsts L
EEWTT N EAWT, R BOMEA TS NLK BERIN AR U 7V 2 RO 215 L 72
DL ERET 5L & bIC, BEENTHRMICE X 5> 5 NLK FRERIOS R4 HE LT,

3. WrED 5k

AL T, AR 2 E CTOMIETER L CTE 72 NLK oY — L2 f#85 L, RS ILAEZ
URRIZHEITE NLK DO FREEFEBALT-, 552, NLK DNEDIIR AN =X LEA U Rl MM 2 ME
SEJR IR 53 7 polyQ-Atxnl CERFFBENE M ZEHEE K 431 polyQ-AR ZHilfHIF 207, A b1 - il
PR TFIEERE L CTHLNI LT, F2, BERIZI 1T 5 NLK [REFI O R4 7l 35 R 51
EL, TN EEBEICEEIRN TR EZRE LD NLK FLEFIRESERBRO®R 2177, F7z,
NLK FHEHID in vivo TORNREZHERT D722, NLK HEREPLE ~ 7 AD/ERLG 72,

4. BFSTAR
(ODNLK @R J L5 = URIZHE T 5 1EA#F DR

FIRDIANC, in vitro 123 NT NLK 2535/ MU ZEMESE K 531 polyQ-Atxnl <CERFFHEME 7 ZE A
JEJRIR 53 F polyQ-AR LEAEMICHEG L CUEEL . 2hHD3 FIEHEZmOLTENRESILTE
D, ZNHDZ LD NLK [FRV T VAR DOIGEL IEIZHIEI 2505 T ThHEBZ LN TNDLD, £
Doy FHEREDFEMIIARATH -7, T TEY | MFLUHE R MPRMIZIZI VT NLK 4 RNAi L,
polyQ-Atxnl LT polyQ-AR ~D AT ~T=, ZDfEF . NLK @ RNAI (241, polyQ-Atxnl DX
YONTEREVERD L, F7. polyQ-AR DEAEIENEAMEK T L7z, M2 T, NLK FHEAITYH RO
EBESNTZ, LT2235> T, NLK 1Z polyQ-Atxnl DX 7322 E M polyQ-AR DinEIE M4 EIZHi
T HEEZHND,

iV T NLK 28 polyQ-Atxnl DUV R{LET LT polyQ-Atxnl &2 EAL T D0 EHMEN O DT, Y
AL EAL D RIE ZAT o7, JeATHFZEIZ IV T NLK 28 polyQ-Atxnl @ Ser-239 % U Vg3 5 =
EDRHE STV, —H T, Ser-239 IZERAZEHA L TH NLK IZ X % polyQ-Atxnl DV i
BIZIE E A EWD Ligdrodz, ZD7=8, Ser-239 O & EE R U VB LI NFAET D Z &
WDIESTZ, £ 2T, NLK O#Fi7c7e U VEBLE L OREZ#ED 7=, £7°. NLK 23 Ser-Pro &
% UMT Thr-Pro % #%i#% L C Ser/Thr % U » {9 % Z L5, human Atxnl (Zf77E£3 % Ser-Pro,
Thr-Pro £F — 7 # RV | %49 5 Ser/Thr FREEZ 770 V VERLERALEMT & L CHEE LT, Fix



TN DDA Val FEEEICE L L 72 polyQ-Atxnl Z8HAK polyQ-Atxnl-SV ZEH L 7=, NLK %
AR BT 5 & AR D polyQ-Atxnl 23V V(LA TH X HENHEM LT —F
T, polyQ-Atxnl-SV I NLK (Z L > TV vk g, o U EELE(L LR o7, L)
ST, NLK [ T2 607 2 7 iRED U Vig{b% I LT polyQ-Atxnl #ZE/LT D EE DI
%, FTBUE, NLK 28 polyQ-Atxnl Z#ZEAT D A = X LEfRHT LT\ 5, BIfEE TIZ NLK
FLEANC X 5 polyQ-Atxnl DD N T 1T 7 Y — AHEAIRCA— 7 7 V—LEFNC L > TH
YrEALEINDHZ LD, NLK I2X 5 U VIR bZ 52T 72\ polyQ-Atxnl 13 2L 6 D3tk %
NMLTHREENTNDLEEZ TN D,

RIZ, polyQ-AR DU AL &R~ T, JeATHIFEIZI T NLK 75 polyQ-AR @ Ser-81 & Ser-
308 VU ERL T DI EMMIESIL TN, AN OLIOMERE FHL CEWnZ b, BIfE,
B2V BRAL BN D YRR 2D TN D,

(NLK FAEFIDEERRAAKOFHE & < REXRTOHRO R

NLK FHERZR) 7 VA AR 45282 AL LT, BRI TH DM T NLK A
THALEOVERZ BHEL . FUKAISEMAAE S R B = R L T NLK FREA —R{EA 0
S ENRERENT-CHEE B A2 D 7o, BIEE TS, V=AW DI IZEEL , >, NLK HEIZHL
TR EN—EWIMRI-NAZ 2R LT, Fo, ~UAERIZIHWT NLK OIEMEEZ G570
DEBAEREE LT, BRI, ~T7AO/NMK, KEX, FEHES NLK Z5%Z kB CRIRL, Z0i%
PEALIRAEZ VU BR{L NLK HUA (NLK @ H UV ERILIRRE, IH AL IRREZf H CE B HUA) 2 -
western blotting |ZLVFHII TR &ML LT, BIfED NLK BHEA —NMEAE RS R TEA LTI~
AD /I IUNT NLK FEPE (pNLK L~b) 38 REIE T 52 Eb RS TE T,

— 7. in vivo 123175 NLK BAEAIOZEAE THIF 572012, NLK BERIGME R~ A% ERIL
720 NLK BERIEENT BRI~ A BT, fR L, ZEFRRE NICH BEN RN D,
NLK PH5EAIT NLK OVE A ISt Th RO I R E 2R EIERA M E 20 SHERIE T,

ZDIHT, ARFZEIZID . NLK (2L DF B/ INMZMHIE DO FSIEEERFE DO — i A B O HTEN
T&z, Tz, vV AEBR COMAEIIA A rTaEE B d NLK FHEARIOBFICREI LIz, 4% ix, A
RO AR — V2GR L, R NZ AR OF GRS B % 2 B F54,



4 4 1 1

Nishina Sachiko Hosono Katsuhiro Ishitani Shizuka Kosaki Kenjiro Yokoi Tadashi Yoshida
Tomoyo Tomita Kaoru Fukami Maki Saitsu Hirotomo Ogata Tsutomu Ishitani Tohru Hotta
Yoshihiro Azuma Noriyuki

Biallelic CDK9 variants as a cause of a new multiple-malformation syndrome with retinal 2021

dystrophy mimicking the CHARGE syndrome

Journal of Human Genetics -
DOl

10.1038/s10038-021-00909-x

Zarate YA, Uehara T, Abe K, Oginuma M, Harako S, Ishitani S, 25 , Hirose Y, Ishitani T, -

Kosaki K.

CDK19-related disorder results from both loss-of-function and gain-of-function de novo missense 2021

variants

Genetics in Medicine -
DOl

10.1038/s41436-020-01091-9

Uehara Tomoko Abe Kota Oginuma Masayuki Ishitani Shizuka Yoshihashi Hiroshi Okamoto 10

Nobuhiko Takenouchi Toshiki Kosaki Kenjiro Ishitani Tohru

Pathogenesis of CDK8-associated disorder: two patients with novel CDK8 variants and in vitro 2020

and in vivo functional analyses of the variants

Scientific Reports 17575
DOl

10.1038/s41598-020-74642-4

Akieda Y, Ogamino S, Furuie H, Ishitani S, Akiyoshi R, Nogami J, Masuda T, Shimizu N, Ohkawa Y, 10

Ishitani T.

Cell competition corrects noisy Wnt morphogen gradients to achieve robust patterning in the 2019

zebrafish embryo

Nature Communications 4710

DOl
10.1038/s41467-019-12609-4




Ishitani T , Ishitani S

2018

Springer

6330

Encyclopedia of Signaling Molecules, 2nd Edition




