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Through examining the recent emergence of Animal Studies, this research
shows that (1) a transition from Western-centered perspectives is necessary for the discipline to
stimulate discussions on animals, (2) the study can be approached through any academic lens toward
animals, including advocacy for nonhumans and dietary habits, and (3) it is actively and practically

involved with environmental and social problems. This information is presented and shared at
domestic and international conferences on animals, literature, and cultural studies. As an example
of the analysis of animals in Japan, the representative researcher published a book titled The
Representation of Sheep in Modern Japanese Literature: From Soseki Natsume to Haruki Murakami
$Tokyo: Sairyusha, 2018), which provides literary studies in Japan with a framework and methodology
or analysis of perspectives on animals.
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