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This study aims to clarify how a new femininity took root during the
establishment of modern education systems at the beginning of the 19th century in the transatlantic
area by examining changes in educational ideas in girls’ schools in the U.S. and considering the
influence of English education on girls’ education in the U.S. In particular, the girls’ schools
run by Emma Willard and others are compared with schools from the period of the nation’ s founding
to clarify that family connections were more strongly emphasized as was the role of education in
training to be a good mother. Also, the reception of English Lancasterian education in the U.S. is
examined, and the effects of English methods of instruction on the spread of female education in the

United States in the 19th century are elucidated.
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