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Social contexts and Self-reformation of Clans in the Modern China.

Hajime, MIYAUCHI
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1920-30

This study focused on Guangdong Province in the 1920s and 1930s with the
aim of elucidating the provincial government®s perception of the ethnic groups and the ethnic
groups” sense of self, based on the interest in how the ethnic groups tried to reform themselves in
order to survive in modern China.
In order to implement Sun Yat-sen®"s policy of local autonomy, the Guangdong provincial

government attempted to establish autonomous institutions in the counties and smaller administrative
units within the province. These self-governing bodies resolved inter- and intra-religious
troubles, but the leaders of these bodies were the ki elders of the local clan, and the traditional
continuity of the local clan was observed. On the other hand, the youth found a new value in the
sectarian bond, participating in revolutionary movements and using the sectarians for their own
social upliftment.
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