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Explication of Modern Public Design Theory based on Design Survey and Oral
History of Regional Bridges in Prewar Period
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What should be the design of regional civil engineering to enrich everyday
life? This study focused on the Taisho and early Showa periods, when regional public facilities were
modernised and the design of everyday life flourished. We have identified the design philosophy of

bridges in the region built during this period. First, we carried out design survey of existing
bridges in Kyushu to record their design. Next, we analysed the recorded designs to find
representative examples. We then carried out a local historical survey of the representative
examples and conducted an oral history survey. From the results, we inferred the design philosophy
with reference to the social situations and mood of the period. Finally, we practised a case study
on the preservation and utilisation of the newel post and railin?s of bridges of this period that
were to be demolished. This verified their significance as a small civil engineering design method

that enriches the everyday life of modern society.
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