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This project aimed to explore “ 2.5-dimensional Culture” which recreates
the fictional world (2D) in the real world (3D). The 2.5-D theater (stage adaptations from manga,
anime, and video games), Cosplay, and the live concerts by voice actors playing as anime characters
etc. typify the 2.5-D culture. Our research focused on how 2.5-D fans may construct fandoms on- and
off-line and make "weak ties" with other fans. It has detected: (1) 2.5-D fans consume and reproduce

2.5-D products by migrating the fictional, the physical, and the cyber spaces. (2) Fans are tied
through sharing some “ preferences” (or affect and favor) to construct fandoms. However, since they
are Intimate but total strangers, it is guaranteed for fans to freely move to another fandom, which
makes them expand their connections less-stressfully. (3) 2.5-D enables fans to take pleasure in
playing with the gap between the fictional and the real, as well as the synchronicity of them.
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